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Sometimes being small can have its advantages. If you're a little cloud like Cloudette, people call

you cute nicknames, and you can always find a good spot to watch the fireworks. But what about

when you want to do something big, like help a giant garden grow, or make a brook babble?This

charming book gets at the heart of what it means to make a difference no matter your size. Young

children will find much to relate to in Cloudette as they follow her on her pursuit for greatness.
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Why I think "Cloudette" will become a modern-day classic:* Adults will love reading this book as

much as kids. This is huge. As a mom to 4 kids who all love books, we do a LOT of reading in our

house and check out loads of books from the library every couple of weeks. I can't tell you how

many annoying, cheesy, vacuous children's books I read! Although kids have a natural sense of

good literature, their immaturity will sometimes lead them to ask for inane books over and over

again... oh, the inward groan uttered when some 'stale, flat, and unprofitable' book is once again

placed in your hands! BUT, such is not the case with "Cloudette"! Kids will love the story, but there's

just enough mature touches in the book to catch an adult's attention and bring out a smile. For

example, on one page the text says that Coudette has an idea, in way down in the bottom corner is



a little drawing of her saying, "More like a brainstorm, actually." Now my kid's didn't catch the play

on words but it gave me a chuckle.* It's simple, but not boring. It's a delicate balance to strike with a

picture book, but this one does it beautifully. The text is actually VERY short, but there's a LOT

going on in the pictures that really catch your interest. One way the author does this is by having the

dialog between characters happen IN the pictures, via comic-like word bubbles. After about the 3rd

or 4th reading, my kids loved to point to the different characters on a page and say the words they

knew they were saying. The author doesn't spell everything out for you in the text, but leaves you to

figure some stuff out from the pictures. Kids are smart! They love a little challenge.* The illustrations

are great. I'm kind of a picture snob...
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